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         May 25, 2020 
 

Dear Grade 8 Students and Families, 
 

It is challenging to fully understand how COVID-19 has impacted our lives and 
changed how we plan things for the future.  Last week, the Ministry of Education 

announced that schools would stay closed for the remainder of the school year.  In 
light of this announcement, there are many things we need to think about and plan. 
 

The administration and teaching staff at SDSS are fully committed to ensuring that 
students graduating from grade 8 have the opportunity to experience a graduation 

ceremony.  The original graduation ceremony date scheduled for June 24th, 2020 has 
been postponed until October 2, 2020.  It is our hope that by postponing this event 
until further in the fall we may be able to maintain many of the aspects of the 

graduation ceremony that make it so special.  We know it may still be optimistic to 
think we can have the ceremony with a large audience but we are going to proceed 

thinking it is a possibility at this time. Many students and parents have offered their 
support in preparing for this event and we will be reaching out to them asking for help 
in the fall.  We really appreciate all the support from everyone to make this a 

memorable ceremony for our students.  
 

Our team of office professionals under the leadership of our Vice Principal, Kelly 
Wilkins, continue to work with the award donors and teaching staff to ensure that 
students will have the opportunity to receive the awards and recognition they deserve 

at graduation.  Please be reassured to know that we understand how important it is to 
recognize and celebrate all that has been accomplished. 

 
Grade eight homeroom teachers will be sending out an invitation to students to apply 
for the position of valedictorian at graduation.  We encourage all students to look at 

the criteria and decide if this is something they would like to do.  It is a privilege to 
represent your peers at graduation and we look forward to receiving the applications. 

 
There are questions about the possibility of a student or staff parade.  At this time, 
due to the restrictions related to COVID-19, we are not able to host a parade.  We are 

planning to recognize our grade 8 graduates in a personal way prior to the end of the 
school year.  I do not want to ruin the surprise but there is something in the works.  

You will receive more details in the future.    
 
I know that some students may be worried about their timetable for next year as the 

transition from elementary to secondary school is a milestone.  Currently, a team of 



teachers and administrators are working on creating the timetables for secondary 
students.  Restrictions related to COVID-19 have delayed the scheduling process but it 

is still our intent to have these schedules to you by the end of the school year.  It is 
likely they will be in the package with final report cards. 

 
Final report cards will be created for all students.   Some students have shared 
concerns and identified that they are worried about their final marks. Students need 

to know that all we are asking from them right now is to do their best.  We know that 
the situation in every household is different right now and respect that families are 

coping with many competing priorities.  Students’ final marks will be based on work 
completed prior to March 13th.  However, if work has been completed during the 
closure that raises the final mark it will be calculated into the overall grade.  Please 

reach out to your teacher if you have questions about your final marks.   
 

Students, this year has challenged all of us with a lot of change.  The top priority is to 
make sure that you are doing okay and have the supports you need.  You are not 
alone!  Please reach out to a teacher or administrator if you need to talk.  We are 

there for you.  If you prefer, you can reach out to the Kids’ Help Phone as someone is 
there to answer your call 24 hours a day.   

 
In conclusion, know you have a team of committed professionals to support you.  We 

are doing everything we can to make sure you receive the information, recognition 
and responses you deserve. 
 

Do not hesitate to reach out if you have questions! 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

Melissa McEwen 
Principal 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  


